158                   THE POST-GUPTAN AGE

Longing, the refuge of thy feet I seize,
Lord of Srirangam with its beauteous trees*

When gathering lotus in a beauteous pool

87 groves of fragrant flowers girt,
The elephant by mighty crocodile

Was seized, so that its end was nigh:
He thought upon the shelter of thy feet...

Knowing the mighty wrath thou hadst,
Such that the life of that beast, cruel-mouthed,

Was shaken, I, too, come to thee,
Thy slave, the refuge of thy feet I seize,

Lord of Srirangam with its beauteous trees.

When came a poison-dropping angry snake

To Thee for refuge, terror-struck,
Thou didst become its refuge, and didst give

It for protection to the Bird,
Thy beauteous slave. Knowing this grace thou show'dst,

I, fearing Yama's messengers
So harsh of speech, and cruelties which they,

Fierce ones, will do, have come to thee:
Thy slave, the refuge of thy feet I seize,

Lord of Srirangam with its beauteous trees*

Tr. J. S. M, HOOPER.

The Alvars are the wandering poets of the South, forerunners of
Ramanuja, inspired by the Gita. The above are from volumes in
'The Heritage of India Series', Oxford University Press.

III. A SOUTHERN CHALLENGE TO BRAHMINS OF WESTERN INDIA

'Ye Brahmins, hearken to what I say! When men die and their
sons give you a seat and food so that you recite delusive catch-
prayers and enjoy yourselves, tell me, who has ever seen (the ghosts),
stirred by hunger, come back and stand there thrusting out their
hands? whose hunger is assuaged by the food that you consume! In
the various lands of the Ottiyas, Mlechchhas, Hunas, Sinhalese, the
slender-waisted Jonakas, Yavanas, and Chinese there are no Brah-
minsj but ye have set up in this land a fourfold division as if it were
an order distinguished in primal nature. By conduct are distinguished
high and low degrees. The bull and the bufialo are unlike of kinds
have male and female of these two classes ever been seen to unite
one with another and breed offspring? But ye men, who are by